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God, 
Loving 
People 

 

Name selection remains one of the most im-
portant and mysterious roles of being a par-
ent? As you may know I am named after my 
father with my full name being David Law-
rence Lowrie, Jr. Frankly, I never really took 
the family connection of my name seriously 
until the late afternoon in the shadows when I 
was playing the cemetery across the street 
from my grandmother’s house in deep East 
Tennessee. I stumbled across a tombstone 
which read: “David Lawrence Lowrie.” Talk 
about sending a cold chill up the back of a 
mischievous boy. Upon sheepishly inquiring 
about the grave I learned it was the grave of 
my great, great grandfather not mine reserved 
in advance. 
 
As most people know, my father goes by the 
initials D.L., which was quite popular among 
his peers. The first time I met my wife Robyn 
at Baylor, she was making her way down the 
front row of our class introducing herself. 
When she stuck out her hand to shake mine 
asking, “What is your name?” Is quipped, 
“D.L.” seeking to impress her with the fact I 
was named after a famous Texas Baptist 
preacher, who currently held the title of Presi-
dent over the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas. However, Robyn,  had no idea I was 
trying to impress her. She retorted, “That is 
not a name. Those are just initials.” I held my 
ground with my assertion that D.L. was my 
name. With a shrug she moved on, and now 
you know why it remains such a miracle today 
that I call her my wife. 
 
 In biblical times names meant far more than 
just what you would call your child at dinner 
time, they often carried important and many 
times symbolic meanings. Take the infant boy 
named Ichabod by his grieving mother. After 
her husband died in battle on the fateful day 
that the Ark of the Covenant, which repre-
sented the presence of God among his people 
was lost in battle to the Philistines, she gave 
her son the name Ichabod which means “The 
glory has departed from Israel.” Talk about a 
bad name to bear all the dark days of your life. 
At least, in our day, we tend to avoid such 
sadistic naming rituals. 
 
Speaking of the importance of names, I’ll 
never forget when I enrolled in college and 
went from being a name to a number. When it 
came to registering for classes, to setting my 
account at the bookstore or in the cafeteria, 
those in charge cared little for my name, they 

just wanted my number. My Social Security 
number became my identity. The significance 
of my given name meant nothing, they just 
wanted to know my digits 123-45-6789. Being 
known by nothing more than a number hurts. 
Thank goodness, God in all his wonder knows 
us by our names, not our numbers nor the 
labels other hang on us. 
 
Through the prophet Isaiah the Lord declared 
to his people: “But now thus says the Lord, 
he who created you, O Jacob, he who 
formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine.  When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when 
you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame shall not consume 
you.’” (Isaiah 43:1-2 ESV) 
 
Yes, God calls us by name, and when we are in 
trouble probably by our full names which ex-
plains the need for a middle name. Jesus drove 
home this point when He describe His inti-
mate relationship with His loyal followers 
through the imagery of a good shepherd. He 
declared: “But he who enters by the door is 
the shepherd of the sheep. To him the 
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his 
voice, and he calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out.” (John 10:2-3 ESV) 
Jesus knows your name. Can you imagine? 
Why do we fear so much when we know He 
knows not only our names but our stories as 
well? 
 
Few things make you feel as special as when 
someone calls you by name. This month is 
“Getting to Know You Month” at our church. 
We invite you to wear a name tag each Sunday 
morning, so we can learn your name and you 
can learn the names of others around you. 
Since we are serious about being “one family 
of all generations and stories” I cannot think 
of a better way to get off to a fast start than by 
learning each other’s names. Join us in the fun, 
and while you are at it, you might ask what’s 
the story behind the name. I suspect we have 
some great stories to tell. 
 
 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  August 27: $24,779 

Month-to-date Received: $99,192 

 

Building Fund 

Received August 27: $1,315 

Month-to-date Received: $10,181 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday, August 27 

Sunday School Attendance:  369 

 Worship Attendance:  : 560 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Announcements: 

 
Getting to Know You 

For the month of September, we are asking our 
church family to wear name tags in order to help our 
new members an visitors get acquainted.  Look for 
your name tag in your Sunday School box or Connec-
tion Centers. 

 

Women’s Bible Study– August 30 

Women of all ages are welcome to join us as we begin 
a new study on Wednesday evenings by Priscilla 
Shirer, “Discerning the Voice of God”. Through the 
7 sessions, we will discover the root to clear and daily 
communication with God.  Cost is $13 for the mem-
ber book. Sign up in the Connection Center in the 
foyer today. 

 

Trip to Israel : March 8-17, 2018 

Pastor David and Robyn, along with Dr. Jerry Raines 
and Sue Ann Raines, will be leading a trip to Israel 
next March 8-17, 2018.  The tour will include histori-
cal biblical sites from the Sea of Galilee to Jerusalem.  
Dr. Lowrie and Dr. Raines will lead devotional and 
spiritual teaching I addition to a local tour guide 
versed in the history and biblical background.  Bro-
chures are available in the Connection Centers.  Visit 
www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/fbcdecaturisrael.htm. 

 

Hurricane Harvey Relief 

We invite you to join our Texas Baptist family in di-
rect response to the natural disaster in South 
Texas/Houston.  You can give your gift to the Texas 
Bapt i s t  Men through  the i r  webs i t e : 
www.texasbaptistmen.org/GiveNow.  In addition, 
opportunities to go and help in a hands-on way will 
be announced in the coming weeks. 
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Clay Carter, Student Pastor clay@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 



 

 

 


